CHAPTER III

IRONSIDES IN THE MAKING (164&-1643)

I am not in the roll of common men. Where is ho living, clipp'd in with the sea That chides the banks of England, Scotland, Wales, Which calls me pupil, or hath read to me ?

First Part of King Henry IV.

I

FROM Edgehill Essex made all haste to a distracted 1642 London. Charles, too weak to risk pursuit, received the surrender of Banbury, and on October 29 entered Oxford, which was henceforth to be his headquarters. Parliament, shaken out of its first confidence, was ready to open negotiations with him, but, when the news came that he was marching on London, it flung up rough field fortifications and raised new levies, since it was clear that Charles at the moment had no mind to treat, Rupert swept down the Thames valley, failed in an attempt on Windsor castle, and on November 12th cut up the regiments of Brooke and Holies in Brentford. Next day Essex had 24,000 men drawn up at Turnham Green and the city was saved. Ramsay with 3000 men held the bridge at Kingston on the king's right rear, and Hampden, who was now the Rupert of the parliament side, urged in vain a turning movement. Essex was not sufficiently confident of the quality and discipline of his troops to have any liberty of manoeuvre. Yet Turnham Green has been rightly called the Valmy of the Civil War. It checked the king's advance and gave his opponents leisure to make an army. Charles retraced his steps and established himself in Oxford. There he created a
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